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EDITORIAL 
Lest we forget. 
The tsunami and its devastating effects still dominate 
the mother country. On a recent visit to Sri Lanka 
my wife   has witnessed ant like scurrying around of 
various NGO s in their 4WD vehicles mostly in and 
around Colombo and some in  the far south  deliver-
ing whatever services they do.  Members of CSA 

and readers of this Journal will recall the appeal we 
mounted in Journal 29 and one of the organisations 
mentioned was BECT Tsunami Rehabilitation & 
Reconstruction Trust. We hope many gave gener-
ously and others will follow soon after they read the 
Progress Report sent to us by Joe Simpson, the Ca-
nadian ( Honorary Sri Lankan Burgher as he is affec-
tionately known to his friends) Co-ordinator of DWC 
an organisation gathering funds for BECT. Turn to 
page 21 and if it does not make you reach into your 
wallet , nothing will. Results are what people want to 
see and that is what DWC has produced. 
 
Douglas Ranmuthugala’s article on HMS “Rajaliya” 
has spawned a few more ‘insides’. We have contri-
butions from Roger Thiedeman and Somasiri Deven-
dra to add colour to the original piece. Now that is 
real participation and the Editorial Team hopes that 
readers will fertilise the seeds we plant by sharing 
and airing information they have relative to original 
articles we publish.  To take this a step further we 
have Tony Peries ( see his Letter to Editor p 22) who 
invites readers to share information on the lesser 
publicised participants in commerce  - an invitation 
to expand on the material of his two talks on the sub-
ject of 19th and 20th century commerce, with refer-
ence to the Borah, Gujerati  and Moor communities 
who first broke the monopoly of the British  and 
established lasting commercial houses . Admittedly 
very little appears on record as Tony says “they re-
mained aloof from local political and national stir-
rings." We are talking about the Hebtulabhoys, 
Moosajees, Jafferjees etc. Familiar names? Know 
them or of them? Then please….. 
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 RABAN (large drum) playing by women 
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Sir Marcus Fernando with his eldest grandson 
Tony  outside “Villa Venezia” 
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‘Halpha’ - probably in Sydney Harbour 
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A jungle elephant hauling a Corsair of the Fleet Air Arm at an 
airfield near the Indian Ocean 1944. 

Roger confirms this is at HMS ‘Rajaliya’ 
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